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According to a report by the headquarters of the General Labor Confederation (CGT), the 24hour national strike organized by the labor central on Jan. 26 succeeded in virtually "paralyzing"
the Argentine economy. The strike marked the eighth time the CGT has mobilized a national
work stoppage. The strike was announced Jan. 14 to protest government economic policies which
dictate the "unrealistic" wage levels received by most Argentine workers. Earlier the government of
President Raul Alfonsin announced it would "guarantee" the normal functioning of communications
and passenger transport services during the 24-hour strike. In order to make its promise effective,
the administration indicated that workers participating in the strike would forfeit a day's wages.
According to the CGT, the threat had little effect: in Greater Buenos Aires 90% of bus and taxi
transport was halted. Next, metro, railway and sea and river transport activities, as well as postal
and other basic services were totally paralyzed. Hospitals offered only emergency services. In
contrast, in downtown Buenos Aires movie houses and restaurants, as well as the huge open air
market were functioning normally. In the capital city suburbs, most cinemas and restaurants were
closed. According to reports by NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS and ADYN, in the capital city of Entre
Rios province, certain establishments open for business and a bus carrying passengers were shot
at by unknown assailants passing by in an automobile. Police sources indicated they had detained
an individual responsible for the shootings. He was described as "one of the nine most well-known
labor leaders in Entre Rios."
In the provincial capital city, public employees were on the job, absenteeism in manufacturing
establishments was estimated at about half, short- and medium-distance public transport
companies were operating at about 40% capacity, while long distance passenger services and
railway transport were paralyzed. Finally, about 40% of retail houses were closed. Participation in
the national strike in Rosario province was described by local union officials as almost total. Urban
transport services, including taxis, were shut down. Most municipal and provincial employees, as
well as private sector workers stayed home.
Next, in Catamarca province, participation in the strike was "almost total," in the public and private
sectors, with the exception of some retail establishments which opened their doors until noon. Of
a total 2,000 municipal employees, only 200 went to work. On Jan. 23 CGT Adjunct Secretary Hago
Curto told NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS that since salary levels are not grounded in "reality," the labor
movement has no alternative but to continue protesting and organizing shows of force. He said the
Alfonsin administration's economic policies have failed to control inflation. "They fix a level for
the private sector between 9% and 11% for the quarter. Then, the economic team announces that
inflation for the month of January alone will be 5%, and for February 4% is expected." Curto added,
"For 11 years we have wanted to discuss not only salary hikes but also working conditions, which in
many workplaces are inhuman."
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